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Because of the influences of topography, climate, accessibility and recent

industrialization, I-fashington's population is distributed unevenly throughcut

- the state, Over fwo~thirds of the people live in the western pérition, concen-
trated largely in the industrial cities of Puget Sound, The Olympic tounteing
and Willapa Hills of the CoastRange and the Cescacde MHoéuvntains stand out as
sparsely pooulated areas in western lashington, The Willamette-Puget Sound
Lowland, extending from Vancouver on the Columbia River northward to Bellingham
near the Canadian border, is the major pojulation belt of the state, It cone
tains a fairly welledistributed rural population on its river deltas and rolling,

glacizl drift plains,

The mountains, hilla, plateaus, irrigsble valleys and dry climatic cone
ditions cause a generally clustered pattern of ponulation settlement in eastern
Washington, Hountainous areas including the eastern Cascade Hountain slope,
the Okanogan Highlands, the Blue Hountains, and the Selkirks have tut few peohle.
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the Waterville Plateau, the Channelled Scablands and the hills of Yakima County,
are thinly settled, Both rural and urban population is concentrated in the ir-
rigated Yakime, Kittitas, Wenatchee, Okanogan and Walla Walla Valleys and in the
Pasco and Quincy Basimg, In the far eastern section-~the Palouse Hills-~the
uniform soil, torography and moderate rainfall permits a more evenly distributed
population, The industrializéd Spokane metropolitan area and the rich agricul~
tural Yakima Valley are the major population clusters of eastern Washington,
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Growth of Population

Washington was explored by Spanish, Russian, British and American expe-

. ditions between 1592 and 1805, but no settlement occurred until 1810, Cwnership
of the area was disputed by America and Great Britain, A comprcmise, the Joint
Occupancy Treaty of 1818, permitted both American ond British fur traders and
settlers to live north of the Columbia River, BEritish interests (the Worthvrest
Company and the Mudson's Bay Company) established fur trading posts at Spokane
and Walla Valle in 1810 and 1818, American claims were strengthened by the
Lewis and Clarl Dxpedition (180L<1805) and by the settlements at Fort Snokane,

oE Okanogan, end Astoria by the Pacific Fur Company, The British increased their

influence as they established agricultural settlements at Fort Vancouver and

Fort Nisqually between 1824 and 1833, Settlement by imericans north of the

= Columbia, although permitted by treaty, was discouraged by the Hudson!s Bay

Company which desired to maintain its fur trade monopoly,

A growing tide of American land settlers over the Oregon Trail during the
1840's changed the balance of control in favor of the United States, Host of
the Americans settled in the Willamette Valley of Oregon, Unhindered by the
British, several hundred American settlers moved northward across the Columbia
into the Puget Sound country and scon outrumbered the British fur traders,



Tha conflict of interests was solved by the Oregon Treaty of 18L6, which
gave the United States the wesent area of Washington and established the
Canadian boundary as it exists today. Oregon Territory (including all of the
present sbtate of Washingten) was created in LBLE by Congress, with its capitel
in Salem, Oregon, Settlers north of the Columbia met in 1851 at the lMontlcello
Convention in present Longview, Washington, and asked for a separate territordal
govermment, Washington Terr{tery was created iiarch 2, 1851, with a eapitol at
. Olympis on Puget Sound, Isaac I, Stevens wie appointed ds Governor, .. .

Pepuilation growth was slow before 1860, Lack of roads, the leng distance
rom the East, an e C 0 : ,
Sound country kept immigration to a minimui, Indian hostility prevented setul:e
ment in nost of eastern Washington prior to 1858, and that tended to slow move-
ment into the Puget Sound Basin, The Washington population was only 11,594
accarding to the 1860 Census, ' :

In 1863, the Washington territorial boundaries were changed to the pregent
state lires by the creation of Idaho Territory, The Census of 1870 was the
first to follow the present boundaries, and it emumerated a pepulation of

ANy Ant’
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Population grew rapidly from 1870 to 1890, New transcontinental railroads

brought large waves of immigrants from the East and Durope, The completion of
the Untop Pacific to the Columbia River brought new settlers inte southeastern
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Washingtcn, When the Northern Pacifie reached Svokene in 1880 and was cone
tinued on toward Pugzet Sound, settlers occupied t'e Pelouse and Big Bend waeat
lands and the Yakima Valley, In 1883, six new counties ware created in eastern
Washington, Ixnension of coastwise shipping and lumbering built up the citles

on Puget Sound and at Grays Harbor, Wasiington Territory wag admitted to the
Union as & state in 1889, The population at that time was 350,000,

Tha period 1900-1910 was a decade of ranid growbth in which the state -
gainad 62L,OOO persong, more than demwbling to 1,141,990. Two other railrsads,
Great Northern and Chicago, IMlwaukee and Saint Paul, reached Puget Sound in
1893 and 1909, respectively. The lumber industry and agriculture supperted
more people; land and timber seekers homesteaded free public domain lands in
ths mountainous areas, The Alaskan gold rush doubled Seattlefs population withe
in a dscals, Railroads and ships brought large numbers of people from Europse,
who took ap lumbering, fishing, mining, and agriculture, Ranked numerically
according to the 1920 Census, the largest foreign-born groups in the statewere
Cangdians (42,000), Swedes (35,000), Norwegikns (3L;000), English (23,000},
Germans (22,000), Ttalians (18,000), Fimns (12,500), Russians (11,0003 and
Irish (9,000), ’

Between 1910 and 1940 population grew at a slower but steady rate, The
increase was about 20,000 per year. The lumber industry began to dacline
after 1929, Reduced employment and s growing scarcity of land were reflected
in a slower rate of ponulation growth, However, during the 1930%!s, many faiue
ers from the Great Plains drought areas moved dverland to Washington seeking

- farming oprortunities,

.
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The 19L40~1950 decade brought the greatest increase in Washington history,
Primarily an overland movement of laborers to new defense industries, it re=
sulted in an increase of 642,772 in ten years, raising the state population to
2,378,963 in 1950, Most of the new growth was in the industrial metropolilten
districts in King, Pierce, Kitsgap, Clark and Spokane Counties and at the Federal
atomic works in Benton County, '

. In 1870 the entire population of Washington was living in rural aresg~~in
villages and on farms, By 1900, 211,477 of the population of Washington, or
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- definition of "urban® whibh includes residents of towms of 2,500 and larger)
1,503,166 persons, or 63i2 pércénté were living in urban areass And over 52

percent lived in three standard metropolitan hresd ¢omprised of Seattls,
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follows the national pattermn,

Table 1.~ Population
1860-195
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602,026 persons who live in the counw

gf Washington ' The rural population is predom=

L]

T mpehpmeten B
ral farm nopulation decreased abo
1860 11,594 sho-fifth betwoen 1940 and 1950, and
1870 23’ 955 b, s
iggg 3'5"5’%33-2 gent of Uho state és total 1950 popue
22l lation of 2,378,963 45 a result of
1900 _518?103 the farmeto:cité tr;nd in Washington,
igég %?1§é?ggg about one person in ten is living on
1330 13363?396 g farm and about six persons out of
IN L ~ ten are living in a towm or city
1940 1,736,191 larger than QgSOO;
1950 . 2,378,963 7
1955 2,580,000 According to the 1955 estimates
Sources: U,S5, Census, Population: of the Washington Census Board, the
Wésﬁingtan étgzg'agggag‘ ten leading cities of washingtgn' :
Board, April 1, 1955 ranked as follows: Seattle (555,000);

Spokane (182,000), Tacoma (156;000);
© Yakima (143,000), Vancouver (41,950),
_)j Bremerton \Qgimo Wallas Walls {2591;00)
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Estimate,

Bellingham (35,700); Everett (3,1

k= 1 s

v
and Longview (23,500),
Population of Chelan County

In 1955, Chelan County ranked fifteenth among Washington counties with
an estimated 142,000 inhabitants, Population has grown steadily since the Census
of 1900, With considerable commerce and manufacturing located at Wenatchee,
the county seat and the only urban area, the population is over 38 percent urban,
In 1955, an estimated 16,250 persons were ¢lassed as urban, all living within
the city limits of Uenatchee. About 62 percant of Chelan County!s people wers
rural, living in cities or villages under 2,500 in population, or on farms,
The 1950 rurel~farm population of 8,990, ranked Chelan eleventh among the
thirty-nine counties in that respect,



10 i GChelan County, Washington - -

Table 2.~ Population of Chelan County

1900~1955,
Census Percent | Percent
Yeoar TTPopulation Rural Urhan
1890 1/
1900 3,931 100 0 ,
1910 15,1014 73.2 |- 2668 -
1920 20,906 6%.8 | 30.2 .

1930 31,63l 6352 1 36,8
. 19).10 . ,343 h12 66 32 33 ® 8
1950 39,301 66.8 | 3342
1955 42,000 61,3 3BT
1/ No census data prior to 1900, Chelan
County was established in 1899,

o

Source: U, S. Census, fggulationo

There are six incoiporated places in Chelan Geunty. With the exception
of Wenatchae which has been gaining with each Census, the towns have remained
gtable with small changes in population since. 1930, Cashmere, Isaverworth and
Chelan have increased by a few hundred, Intiat and Lakeside populations are
nearly the same bize as in 1930, Wenatchee has showm a vigorous growth, ace
quiring new residents within its limits and new rasidential addixlons. It has

gained h,éCO neonle since 1930, o

Table 3.~ Populstion of Incorporzted Places
: Chelan County, 1910-1955,

—

Incorporated | 30157 1920 | 1930 | 1940 | 1950 | 1955 1/

City »r Town

‘Cashmere 625 | 1,11 | 1,473 3,h65) 21,7681 1,772

Chelan 682 | 896 | 1,403 1,738} 2,157 ] 2,125
. Bntiat - . e T CT ‘a-.- : bzo hgo
~ Lakeside 922 199 238 cohl - 288 - 287

Leavermorth | 1,551 | 1,791 | 1,415 1;6081{ 1,503} 1,626
Wenatchee - | 1,050 | 6,32h | 11,627 | 11, 620 13,072 16,250
. "1/ Poptiations for 1955 are estimates of the Vashington
State Census Board, April 1, 1955,

Sources: U,8, Census, Populations.
Washington State Census Board

Chelan iounty has had a considerable number of" forexgn immlgxants a8 well
as a large number of native-born American settlers from eastern, scubhern and
- midwestern states, In 1920, about 8.5 percent or over 8 persons out of 100
"~ were born in Canada or Burope. Canadians have been the largest foreign-born
grotp, followed by Germans, English, Swedes :and Morwegians,. In addition to the
European and Canadien nationalities the population of 1950 included 59 Negroes,

5L American Indians and a small rumber of Chlnese and Japanese,

> "‘)‘
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Table li.~ Foreign-Born White Population, Chelan Oounty
1920 and 1950
Counyy ¢f Bimth 1 1920 | 1950
Ingland and WaleS.esoq 186 153
Scotlandaoo-lt'covaoc. 61 hé
Northern Irelandeccees wce 1
Ireland (Eire).oeeseaes 60 28
NOI‘Wayaou.a--oOo---aoo 119 77
Swedens..,..........u.. 123 ?5
Denmark,oa,..-......o. hh 50
Netherlandsunoeo-oonto 23 1h
SWitZerlandoa.ooooo-oo 17 -~
Francevbooooonooo-looo lh lh
GermaHYQoaun-o--o-vc-o 22h 151
Poland.booiiilijottl.. 5 ll )
CzeChOSlovakiaao..ooct badel 6
Austria-nnocécooooc-to he <35
Yug051aviaoeosn.aooavo 12 15'
Russia. (UeSeSsRo)eneas 63 | 121-
Finlandno............. 11 8
TtalYessosesesnencnnss 82 29
CanddaﬂFTQHChconnco-to 13 20
Canada-Otherg.o....... 5h7 606
A1l other countries.,. 126 150
Totals 1,777 | 1,610
Percent foreign-born Be5 Lol
Source: U,S, Census, Population,
Table 5.~ Employment, of the Population
helan County, 1950
Male Hemalae Total of
Ty??f_ff Enployment Workers | Workers | Workers | Workers
Total emploved workers 10,826 | 3,466 | 14,292
AgT Lultureco.aeunaooooeotnooooolo 2,937 151 39088 21'6
Forestry and fisherieS,eeecoveeses 67 7 Th 6
Miningooooto’otoIo.'ao-l‘.i'.l.ﬂ.l 358 15 2'6
Constructione...ov..,,a..-......oo 15185 28 13213 805
Mermufactiring.seossessoscsocssness | 1,060 155 | 1,215 8.5
TransportationoocnOOnouoccootcoo.o 1,002 190 1 102 z‘?
Retail and wholesale storeS..eeses | 1,937 1,050 2,98? 2049
Miscellaneous ServiceS,cosecessess | 1, MSS 1,578 3,036 21,2
Public administration (governmsah
emnloyment)o. R Y 356 121 h?? 303
Obher employmentoseessoeeareassnsna L66 261 727 5.1

Source: U,S, Census, Population.



12 Chelan County, Washington
NMhatla an (8 Y] +'|r P m v %t A B -l-nvnnn ~P --nnnn wmmad A T Flin mmamrad lad solde
Vi LeLid WULLLY Larm Em.y.i.u.yluo.uv Lil wOLHlo d W5 To Ak 2 LUE QBUVIAAR LLglis
est in the state. It is exceeded only by Yakima County farm areas where over
$18, 000,000 goes to hired labor each year, Agriculture ranks high in Chelan

COunty's employment pattern, According to the 1950 Census nearly a fourth of

ths wage snd salarv sarners and the self-emnloyed are A-nm:n+'hr in aericulturs
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Employment in agriculture exceeded 3,000 out of the total of lh,BCO employed,
Hundreds of seasonal migratory harvest worliers come to Chelan County each haxe
vest season, Agricultural employment in Chelan ranlis eighth highest among
Washington counties in numbers of workers, lioney spent for farm labor, hove -
ever, ranks second highest in the state economy..,Chelan farmers pald out over
$6,500,000 for hired labor during the 195l .crop year,

Missellanecua
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21.6%

=sL/n

" _4 A%NE__ . I Y
Retalling and

Wholesaling
(2,987 workars)
2049%
\ RN
{]
3\ F

Other .
Work =%
11,65 s,

Figure 3A,~ Agricultural Employment Compared With Qther
Employment in Chelan County, 1950.



